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was close to the star at the period of observation. Further,
the idea that Indra released her once is very nicely explained
if we take Indra to represent the summer solstice. In such
a case, the release by Indra simply means that the part of the
ecliptic presided over by Indra had once passed through the
star but was now replaced by another represented by Varuna.
Her connection with medicinal herbs is understood since there
was autumn at the time, the period of growing of the herbs.
The numerous indefinite attributes of the deity recorded in
the Brahmanas are also explained if we adopt the present
view*

5. Tvastr. This deity has been mentioned in some thirty-
seven hymns.

Tvastr has been called Vi&varupa (omniform or having the
beauty of the world) (III. 55.19). He has also been addressed by
another name Nestr (I. 15. 3), a name given to one of the main
priests in a Soma-sacrifice.

Tvastr has a wife (X. 66. 3) and is the father-in-law of
Vayu (VIII. 26. 21, 22). Again he is the father of Vitvarupa,
the guardian of cows.

We hear of Tvastfs dexterous hands (III. 34. 20). He holds
an iron axe in his hand (VIII. 29. 3) and has a chariot and
steeds (VI. 47. 19).

Tvastr is a skilful workman (I. 85.9 ; III. 54.12); he fashioned
(I. 32, 2 ;'l 85.9 ; V. 31. 4; VI. 17. 10; etc.) and sharpened (I.
52. 7) Indra's thunderbolt. He also sharpens the iron axe of
Brahmana^pati who makes the cup by its aid (X. 53. 9).

We are informed of some of his deeds. Thus he makes the
people long-lived by remaining in company with them (X. 18. 6).
He develops the germ in the womb and shapes the human and
animal forms (I. 188. 9 ; VIII. 9L 8; X. 184. 1). He has been
invoked to bestow vigorous sperm (to male) for the generation
of strong offsprings (III. 4. 9; III. 55. 19) and to give brave
sons (VII. 34. 20). Tvastr fashioned a new cup (I. 205) which
contained the food for the Asuras (I. 110. 3 ) or the beverages
of the gods (I. 161. 5; ILL 35. 5). He begot Brhaspati
(II. 23. 17). Tvastr, along with the Heaven and Earth, the
Waters and the Blirgus. generated Agni.

Tvastf remains in company with the gods' wives (II. 31.
4; II. 36. 3 ) ; when he found his cup divided into four pieces
(by the Bbhus), he concealed himself among the women (1.
161. 4). He appears in many places of the world (VI. 47. 19).

Indra drank the Soma juice in Tvastr's cup by force (IIJ. 48.4)
and by defeating him (IV. 18. 3). Tvastr trembles for fear of
Indra's wrath. He was crushed by Indra who seized him by the
foot (IV. 18". 12).

We are also told that the light (darkness-destroying energy)
of Tvastr was caught (was concealed) in the moon's disk (11.
84. 15)."